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personal agency, together with the appropriate object-cathexes,
has been reached, the stage is set for the reference of internal
libidinal tension in its turn to external danger. This is the time
when "the ego thrusts forth upon the external world whatever
within itself gives rise to pain";1 when privation becomes equivalent to
frustration. "I haven't got what I want" becomes "You deny me".
This gap is crossed on the slender real bridge of the actual with-
holding of the pleasures of the breast by the mother.
"I am afraid of my helplessness before my own sadistic desires"
is thus turned into "I fear your cruel thwarting"; and this is
further developed into "You thwart me because I wish to possess
and destroy you". "You took it from me because I wanted to bite."
It is this because which acts as the needed barrier to the uprush
of libido. And the thwarting agencies (as Klein makes so clear
and as we have seen must inevitably be so) are given all the
intemperateness and ruthlessness of the child's own pent-up
impulses. What is feared, as Jones has shown, is retaliatory
injury to the body involving total extinction of pleasure. It is
this dread of aphanisis which is in due course specified and local-
ized as castration-fear; and which is in the third stage internalized
again in its turn.
The earliest components of guilt thus belong to the least diffe-
rentiated and graded levels of experience. From the fact that the
first and most powerful object-cathexes occur here, guilt draws
its all-or-none-ness and automaticity. This it is which causes
the later "conscience" to remain a "categorical imperative" in its
mode of operation, its not-to-be-questioned-ness, even when its
specific content and incidence in the objective world is infused
with discriminated reality.
It would seem to be on this background of the sense of being
thwarted by the punishing mother for sadistic desires towards her
that the more complicated cross-relationships of the (Edipus
situation are embroidered. Mrs. Klein suggests that the oral
(and anal) frustrations "release the (Edipus tendencies"; and
perhaps, with them, the incipient genital phase.
And so we come to the third stage, when we pass from the sense
of frustration to guilt proper; when the love-objects are "intro-
jected", and the castration-anxiety proper is internalized.
If we were to logicize this process of internalization, the steps
might run something like this:
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